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Dr. Henry Sperry Nelson (left) points out some of the places he has worked and visited in the Far East to 
his father, Dr. Oscar Nelson, during a recent visit to Nashville, Tenn. (Story on Page 20). 
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EDITORIAL 





Repentant Prayer 


Whose prayer will God hear and answer? 


Under the distressing circumstances in which we 
live today, calls for prayer are going out in every 
direction in our country: Individuals, churches, 
heads of state and nation are calling on everyone 
to pray. Great multitudes of people are following 
Billy Graham and hearing him in the cities he 
visits and over the radio. His message, like that of 
all the evangelists before him back to the days of 
John the Baptist, calls men to repentance, prayer, 
faith and holy living. Many of our great daily 
papers as well as our religious papers are calling 
men everywhere to pray. All this is good. Surely 
every responsible human being—man, woman, or 
child should pray, and nothing should ever be said 
to discourage it. 


However, it is generally assumed that all prayer 
is equally pleasing to God and that every one who 
prays is equally acceptable unto God. This is not 
the teaching of the Scriptures and of course is not 
true. 


James 5:16—‘‘The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.” He gives Elijah as 
an illustration: When Elijah, led by the Spirit of 
God, prayed for fire to come down from heaven, 
it came. When he prayeth that it might not rain for 
three years and six months, it did not rain. When he 
prayed that it might rain, it did rain. Elijah pleased 
God and God was pleased with Elijah and heard 
and answered his prayer. 


Jesus, in Luke 18:10-14, tells us of the publican 
in the temple who would not lift his eyes unto 
heaven but smote upon his breast saying, “God be 
merciful to me a sinner!” Jesus said he was justi- 
fied—his sins were forgiven, his prayer was heard. 
Elijah prayed like the saint he was, and the publican 
prayed like the sinner he was and became a saint. 
God was pleased with both. 


On the other hand God was not pleased nor 
would he hear the prayer of the proud and boastful 
Pharisee, whose heart was not right with God. 


In Acts 8: 20-23—when Simon Magus offered 
to purchase the gift of the Holy Ghost with money, 
Paul said to him, “Thy money perish with thee. 
Thou hast neither part nor let in this matter, for 
thy heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent 
therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if 
perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven 
thee. Notice an inspired Apostle tells a wicked man 
to pray and for one thing only, and that is for for- 
giveness. Repent and pray is the only way to get 
right with God so that he will hear and answer 
prayer. 
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A few Scripture passages will make this distinc- 
tion clear: Proverbs 15: 8 — “The sacrifice of the 
wicked is an abomination to the Lord, but the 
prayer of the upright is his delight.” Proverbs 
15:29—“The Lord is far from the wicked, but he 
heareth the prayer of the righteous.” 


I John 3:22—‘‘And whatsoever we ask, we re- 
ceive of Him, because we keep his commandments, 
and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.’ 


John 15:17 — “If ye abide in me and may works 
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall 
be done unto you.” 


By all means all men ought always to pray, but 
emember that only those who are willing to do the 
will of God can claim the promises of God in prayer. 


—).EF. 


Lord, bend that proud and stiffnecked “I 
Help me to bow the neck and die, 
Beholding Him on Calvary, 

Who bowed His head for me. 
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Atlanta Convocation 
Of Presbyterians 


On Sunday evening, February 18, a convocation 
was held in the Druid Hills Presbyterian Church 
under the auspices of the Presbytery of Atlanta. 
Addresses were delivered by the moderators of the 
A. R. P., the U. S. and the U. S. A. Presbyterian 
Churches. 


President R. C. Grier of Erskine Seminary and 
College presented the historic testimony of the 
Covenanters and the Seceeders. These staunch Pres- 
byterians have insisted on the praise of God with the 
inspired Psalms, on the right of the people to choose 
their own pastors without having them thrust upon 
them by patrons and in the Marrow Controversy 
they stood foursquare for the Deity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


On this central truth of the faith there is room 
for no difference of opinion. We have a message for 
the troubles of this world only as we give Christ 
first place in our hearts and our homes, personally 
and institutionally. Our task is to lift higher his 
banner, whose right alone it is to rule, and to make 
Him our Sovereign as well as our Saviour. 


President Ben R. Lacy of Union Theological 
Seminary defined the Presbyterian testimony as the 
greatness of God and the grace of God. In this hour 
of crisis when it remains to be seen whether our 
civilization shall stand or fall, we proclaim that God 
is the God of all power, and that He is sovereign. 
God rules in the armies of heaven and in the affairs 
of men. Through the ages the Presbyterians have 
endured because they have had faith in the sovereign 
God who does rule. The Lord God omnipotent 


reigns. He holds the great and the small in His 
hands and thus takes cognizance of us. 


This all great and all powerful God is the one 
who saves. If you are saved at all you are saved by 
His grace. The grace of God gave His only begotten 
Son, grace sent Christ to the Cross for us, grace 
took hold of our hearts and made us alive in Him. 


Chosen not for good in me, 
Waken’d up from wrath to flee: 

Hidden in the Saviour’s side 
By the Spirit sanctified, 

Teach me, Lord, on earth to show 
By my love how much I owe. 


Pastor Hugh I. Evans of the great Westminster 
Presbyterian Church of Dayton, Ohio, made an 
eloquent and moving appeal for prayer, for unity 
and for our convictions. He asked for the union of 
all Presbyterians, but insisted that it be done without 
anyone giving up his convictions, or compromising 
his faith. 


The deep convictions concerning our Lord Jesus 
Christ are the assets of Protestantism. In this hour 
the infinitely great Coach lays His hands upon us 
and calls on us to testify for our belief, to work for 
our belief and to unite for our belief. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ is the only hope of the 
world and only as we bear testimony to Him can we 
hold the line for God in the distraught world. 


It was a good meeting, marked by strong testi- 
monies. We hope it means that in His Providence 
and by His grace God is bringing His Presbyterian 
people back to the foundation God Himself has 
laid, namely Jesus Christ (I Cor. 3:11) After the 


meeting we asked moderator Evans to write into the 
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Plan of Union the positions he had advocated, 
namely union on the basis of convictions, without 
compromise of the faith as it is in Christ Jesus. In 
particular, we asked for inclusion of the Plan of 
Union of the Cedar Rapids overture which the 
Committee on Bills and Overtures of the (USA) 
1941 Assembly re-wrote so as to leave out the clear 
testimony to the saving acts of God in Christ Jesus. 


, 


This Cedar Rapids overture in the USA Assembly 
is identical with the action unanimously taken by our 
1939 Assembly. It is certainly in keeping with Dr. 
Evans message. It means that those ordained in the 
Presbyterian Church are not free to curtail the 
biblical testimony to Christ at the behests of natural- 
istic rationalism or “liberal” ecclesiasticism, but are 
to accept and proclaim Him in all the grace and 


glory ascribed to Him in His Word. —W*m.C.R. 


“Repeal After 
Twenty Years” 
tian Century 


We do not often quote The Chr ‘ 
with full approval but in its February 14 issue that 
paper has a devastating article by Dr. Charles M. 
Crowe, pastor of the Methodist Church in Wil- 
mette, Ill., a suburb of Chicago, wit 
title. 





h the above 


We wish this Journal had space to publish this 
article in full as it is a documented indictment of 
the liquor business which should help arouse Chris- 
tian people to personal abstinence and recognition 
of the staggering toll being taken in our nation by 
this soul-destroying traffic. We quote the first two 
paragraphs in full: 


“When the Prohibition Amendment was re- 
pealed in 1932, the administration and the 
liquor trade agreed with the prevailing senti- 
ment of the time that under repeal there would 
be much less drinking and crime due to drink- 
ing. After almost twenty years’ experience, let 
us impartially and factually review the evi- 
dence. The record is to be found in the courts, 
hospitals, homes and industries of the nation. 

“There are now 482,000 legal retail liquor 
outlets in the country. The best estimates indi- 
cate that there are 50 million people above 
voting age who drink and that of this number 
10 million are heavy drinkers. According to the 
Department of Commerce, Americans are 
spending about $9 billion a year for alcoholic 
beverages. (In Asheville, N. C., the ABC Stores 
sell from $350,000 to $500,000 worth of liquor 
each month, while the bootleggers thrive in 
their trade in the same territory to unknown 
tens of thousands of dollars more. L.N.B.) This 
compares with $2 billion spent in 1932. In 1933 
the per capita consumption of alcoholic bever- 
ages was 1.69 gallons. In 1947 it was 27.25 
gallons. The FBI figures show that during these 
twenty years of repeal arrests for drunkenness 
increased 197 percent. Arrests for driving while 
intoxicated increased 122 percent. Arrests of 
women for drunkenness increased fivefold. In 
one city, Los Angeles, arrests for drunkenness 
in proportion to population increased 14-fold 
during this period.” 


The article then goes on to show that the gangsters 
are still with us, that state politics are often con- 
trolled by liquor, that in some large cities crime 
syndicates are threatening to take over the govern- 
ment, that it is estimated 80 percent of arrests in- 
volve alcohol—that it is estimated that 75 percent 
of all divorce cases resulted from alcohol—that 20 
percent of the mental cases in hospitals are alco- 
holics, while in some hospitals 40 percent of the ad 
missions are alcoholics—that industrial efficiency is 
decreased and the economic security of millions is 
impaired by alcohol. 

Dr. Robert V. Psychiatrist of Johns 
Hopkins, is quoted as saying: ““Too many business 
executives and professional men are found in the 
social drinking bracket. It is my personal conviction, 


Seliger, 


based on experience and psychiatry, that our social 
drinkers actually cause more trouble of more kinds 
as a group than do all true alcoholics. Bourbonized 
judgement causes a loss of millions to investing 
stockholders. ‘That little drink, medically, is a nar- 
cotic drug substance and can be compared with a 
shot of morphine.” 


Dr. Haven Emerson, well known professo: 
Columbia University and formerly Commissioner of 
the Board of Health of New York, 


is quoted as 
follows: 


“Medical sciences have learned and found 
that alcohol is not a food, a stimulant, or hurtful 
only in drunkenness. We have learned that alcohol, 
is commonly used today, causes more diseases, dis- 
ability and death than any other cause of ill health 
which is in the power of the individual to prevent 
and avoid.” 


The Mayo Clinic is further quoted to show that 
the use of alcohol for medicinal purposes is now out 
of date. In fact, the newest edition of the United 
States Pharmacopoeia does not even list whiskey as 
a drug. 


The tragedy is that youth is being exploited. 
Drinking is being accepted as the thing to do. Even 
in high school functions it is accepted custom in 
some sections, while parents (many of them pro- 
fessing Christians), set the example of drinking be- 
fore their children. Dr. Crow concludes his article 
is follows: 

“Strangely enough, it is not the preachers, 
the long-haired reformers and the little old 
ladies that are the most articulate in this mat- 
ter; it is the judges, police courts, doctors, 
social workers, hospitals and personnel direc- 
tors of industry. They demand that some an- 
swer be found to check the devastating results 
of alcoholic beverages on human health and 
personality, on the home, on business, on the 


cost of government, and on the quality of 
American culture.” 


But, Dr. Crowe failed to add—and on the souls of 
men. What is the answer? Frankly we see no an- 
swer but for the Church to teach and preach total 
abstinence. The Church has been guilty of silence 
too long on this entire subject. There is so much 
social drinking in many churches that such preach- 
ing will be exceedingly unpopular. 
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Emphasizing the problems of race, economics and 
social justice, our leaders of young people can well 
devote more time to one of the things doing so much 
to destroy the bodies and souls of men. 


In closing we would commend to our readers the 
work of Allied Youth and its dynamic leader, Roy 
Breg. This organization is going directly into the 


high schools to teach young people the dangers of 
alcohol and the advantages of total abstinence. 


The ultimate solution is to be found, as are all 
other solutions, in coming into a right relationship 
with the One Who gives us the victory over tempta- 
tions and the spiritual discernment so necessary for 
the days in which we live. —L.N.B. 














“Wit’s End” 


“And are at their wit’s end.” Psalm 107:27b. 


‘““Wit’s end” is sometimes a good place to be, if we 

£ p 
know what to do when we find ourselves there. The 
men in the Psalm “cry unto the Lord,” “and he 
bringeth them out of their distresses.”” We ought to 
g £ 
have as much sense in our day as these men had in 
their day. 


When I was a boy I read an intensely interesting 
and exciting story in The Youth’s Companion en- 
titled “Track’s End.” It was an account of two 


boys who were left in a lonely little settlement at the 
end of the railroad with no more trains running 
until Spring. I can remember the dangers and varied 
experiences of that Winter. 


The World is at “Wit’s End” now. Whether we 
look at Washington or Lake Success, at the United 
Nations Assembly, or the United States Congress, 
we see the same confusion and disagreements. If 
there ever was a time when men in positions of 
power and authority needed wisdom from above, it 
is now. Oh, if these men would only “cry unto the 
Lord” in their trouble and beseech Him to bring 
them out of their distresses! —J.K.P. 





La Revue Reformee 
Soli Deo gloria, Paris, France. 


October, 1950. Baptism: the Sacrament of the 
Covenant of Grace, by Pastor Pierre Ch. Marcel, 
St. Germaine-en-Laye. 


We welcome this newly established publication of 
the Reformed Protestants of France. The publishers 
rejoice that the Reformed French thought (Cal- 
vinism) has found vigorous expression in the 
Netherlands, in Switzerland, in Hungary, in the 
United States, in South Africa and in Germany. 
They propose to present this ecumenical Calvinism 
in a testimony that is resolutely Reformed and 
Biblical. We heartily recommend this tri-yearly peri- 
odical to all of our readers who use the French lan- 
guage. American subscriptions may be sent to Pro- 
fessor L. G. Wencelius, 6 Crumledge, Swathmore, 
Pa., price $2 a year. 

The October issue of this excellent periodical 
contains a thorough treatment of the subject of the 
baptism of the children of the covenant by Pastor 
Marcel of the Reformed Church of St. Germaine— 
en-Laye. Here are some samples of this careful and 
timely study: 

“The Holy Scripture teaches that the sacraments 
are equally seals. Thus it is that Abraham received 
a seal in the sign of circumcision, that is to say a 
confirmation, a validation, a guarantee of the right- 
eousness which he had obtained by faith—The sacra- 
ments are not only signs but also seals which are 
united to the Word that the Word may appear to 
us in all its verity, in all its credibility, and in all 
its certainty.” Of course the Word of God is 
sufficiently sure and true. “It is to our conscience, 
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to our heart, to our spirit that God confirms His 
Word by the seal which impresses the sacrament to 
authenticate and preserve it from all doubt and 
profanation. The sacrament does not aid God; it 
aids us.” 

The Word and the sacraments have the same 
author: God, and the same content: Christ. The 
Word reaches the ear, the sacraments also the sight 
and the touch. Thus God speaks to the entire man. 


As is the Word, so are the sacraments true means 
of grace. The source of the efficacy of both is the 
grace of Christ and the action of His Spirit. Both 
means of grace are efficacious only when they are 
received with faith. 

There is one covenant of grace for fallen man, 
so that the Old Testament had the same essence the 
same substance as the New. Circumcision is a seal 
of the righteousness of faith (Rom. 4:11), and 
Christ is the minister to the circumcision for the 
sake of the truth of God to confirm the promises to 
our fathers (Rom. 15:8). Further, “our fathers 
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea; they all ate of the same spiritual food and they 
drank of the same spiritual drink, for they drank of 
the rock that followed them, which rock is Christ.” 
(I Cor. 10:1-4). On the other hand, among the 
differences between the sacraments of the Old and 
the New Testaments, the former had with their 
spiritual also a national aspect, the latter are ex- 
clusively spiritual; the Old were bloody and the 
New are without blood for the one sacrifice to 
which the Old pointed has been accomplished once 
for all. 

Pastor Marcel bases the baptism of infants on the 
sole foundation of the covenant of God with the 
promises embraced in that covenant. He rejects the 
view of some Reformed teachers that baptism is on 
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the basis of a presumptive regeneration. We heartily 
agree with him in this distinction. The professing 
believer is presumptively regenerate, but the infant 
children of believers can only be called (in our 
opinion) presumptively elect. They are included in 
the covenant promises and God seals that assurance 
on them in the sacrament of baptism—He brings His 
promise to fruition as and when He sees fit. 


—Wm.C.R. 





There Is No | 
Other Way 


We recently sat for over an hour and a half and 
listened to a lively discussion “Is Organized Re- 
ligion The Best Answer To Communism?” pre- 
sented on a local Town Meeting. The panel con- 
sisted of an evangelical pastor, a labor leader. a col- 
lege president, and a teacher in an extreme left-wing 
college. 


The prepared papers were able and as varied as 
the backgrounds and activities of those who pre- 
sented them. Following their discussion with each 
other the meeting was thrown open for questions 
and discussion from the audience. 


As one listened to these remarks, ranging from 
hitter attacks on the Bible and its teachings. to clear 
affirmations of Christian faith, one was impressed 
with how those who reject the claims of evangelical 
Christianity at the same time demand the fruits of 
Christianity for themselves and for society. 


The “four freedoms” are not necessarily inherent 
“rights” of man. There comes first a primarv free- 
dom, the freedom from the power and guilt of sin, 
offered in the Gospel. God does offer economic se- 
curity to those who put His Kingdom and His 
righteousness first. He does offer peace instead of 
fear to those who have made their peace with Him 
by His Son. He offers these and many other free- 
doms to those who give their hearts to Him. But, 
man has no right to demand such blessings, per se, 
because he thinks he inherently deserves them. 


In these discussions, as in so many other quarters 
where human wisdom and philosophy hold sway, 
the fact of sin in the human heart is ignored. God 
may be given lip-service but His Christ is honored 
simply as an example of humility and self-sacrifice. 
Having ignored the basic fact of sin and the absolute 
necessity of redemption from sin, it is impossible to 
arrive at valid conclusions with reference to life and 
its needs. 


How imperative it therefore is for the Church to 
make clear these basic facts about man’s relationship 
to God. It is true that there are material, social and 
other immediate blessings for Christians. But they 
are reserved for those who secure them in God’s 
way. No man has a right to demand these blessings 
as his right, but God gives them to those who come 
to Him by way of the Cross of Calvary. 


There is no other way. 


—L.N.B. 
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Wise Words From 
fe 
Europe 

Within the last week, Columbia Theological 
Seminary has heard from two of the Presbyterian 
representatives working for Interchurch Aid in Eu 
rope. Rev. Charles Arbuthnot, of Geneva, told ou: 
Class in Presbyterian History and Polity that the 
European Churches had come to realize that one 
could not presume that the children would auto- 
matically assume the same status as their parents. 
Accordingly, the Reformed Churches are seeking 
the conversion of the children to Christ as part ot 
their work of evangelism. 

A few days later Rev. Paul B. Freeland, of our 
Board of World Missions, gave the story of Carl 
Herlyn, of Rinteln, pastor of a confessing church, 
who had been repeatedly brought before the Gestapo. 
This pastor is now giving his young people a three- 
year—rather than the customary two-year—commu- 
nicant course in the Catechism, the Word, and the 
Church, “in order that they may have a firm foun- 
dation if they have to go through what I have had 
to meet.” 

Both of these thoughts are set in a firm Reformed 
foundation by the late Principal John Macleod in 
his address on The Reformed Faith In The Family 
at the Edinburgh Calvinistic Congress. Here he 
offers a true understanding of catechising. More 
briefly Dr. Macleod summarizes his teaching on the 
children of the covenant in Scottish Theology, Page 
304, thus: “Born in Christian homes, the children 
of believers enter life within the circle of the holy 
nation, the visible Israel of the New Testament. 
Thus from their birth, even before they are bap- 
tised at all, they are entitled to be reckoned mem- 
bers of the visible Church. They have such a title, 
for the children of professed believers are looked 
upon in the Apostle’s language as holy. It is as 
being from their birth the members of the Church 
that they ought to be thus looked upon, for they are 
holy inasmuch as they are set apart by the Lord, as 
His own, to have a place among His people at whose 
hand He makes a demand in keeping with the spe- 
cial privilege that He bestows upon them. It is thus 
that they have a right to be recognized by the 
Church as its infant membership. In their case their 
baptism can be regarded in the full sense a seal of 
their oneness with Christ only when the time comes 
that they take His yoke upon them. Then, and not 
till then, have they the righteousness of faith of 
which their baptism is a seal; and it is meant to shut 
them in to yield the obedience by which they shall 
have the righteousness of faith. This being so they 
are to be taught the truths of law and Gospel, that 
they may know themselves and their need and the 
Lord and His fullness. It is only when they yield to 
His claims, taking Him as their own, and giving 
themselves to Him, that their baptism comes to its 
full meaning. They get the good of it just as they 
respond in a living faith to the appeal of their privi- 
leged position by taking Christ as their own and giv- 
ing themselves to be for Him and not for another.” 

—Wnm. C. R. 
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The Ordination 
Of Timothy 


I. Who ordained Timothy? In I Timothy 4:14, 
Paul writes Timothy, a young minister who was 
trained by Paul, “Neglect not the gift that is in 
thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the 
laying on of the hands of the Presbytery.” What is 
a Presbytery? Paul in I Tim. 5:17 says: “Let the 
elders that rule well be counted worthy of double 
honor, especially they who labor in word and 
doctrine.” A presbytery is composed of two classes 
of Elders, those who rule, and those who also labor 
in the word and doctrine. We have Ruling Elders 
and Teaching Elders and no Presbytery, Session, 
Synod, or General Assembly is complete without the 
presence of both of these kinds of Elders. 


Il. How was Timothy Ordained? Prayer and 
with the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery. 
In the church in Jerusalem, immediately after Pente- 
cost, it seems that deacons were first needed and 
they were elected and ordained with the laying on of 
the hands of the Apostles, and with prayer, and no 
doubt all the Apostles present took part. In the 
Gentile churches Elders as well as Deacons were 
elected and ordained, as was Timothy. 


III. To what office was Timothy ordained? In 
his final charge to Timothy, just before his death, 
Paul said: ““Watch thou in all things, endure afflic- 
tions, do the work of an Evangelist, make full proof 
of thy ministry.” I] Timothy 4:5. When Paul was 
old, Timothy was no longer young, and if there was 
any promotion from Evangelist to Bishop Timothy 
was entitled to it, by that time. 


In King James’ version, published in 1611 A. D. 
in England, we find a footnote at the close of II 
Timothy, “The second epistle unto Timotheus, 
ordained the first bishop of the church of the 
Ephesians, was written from Rome, when Paul was 
brought before Nero the second time.” This foot- 
note is not found in the Revised Standard Version, 
published in 1946 A. D. and is not any part of the 
inspired word of God, but is only the opinion of one 
or more of the King James Revisers in 1611 A. D., 
who wanted to add to the word of God. 


In the New Testament in the days of Paul and 
Timothy the word bishop and elder were used inter- 
changeably. A bishop was an elder and an elder was 
a bishop, but not so in the days of the King James 
Revisers, in 1611 A. D. The blood of the martyrs 
flowed freely in the days of Queen Elizabeth, and 
the Stuart Kings as the Bishops sought to “Lord it 
over God’s heritage,” and a bishop would scorn the 
idea of a bishop being ordained by a presbytery. An 
autocratic Queen or King worked hand in hand with 
an autocratic bishop. So that King James once said: 
“No bishop, no king!” and that “Presbytery agrees 
with a king like God and the Devil.” 


[V. If a man like Timothy were to come to our 
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Southern Presbyterian church to be ordained to the 
ministry, how would we ordain him? After a satis- 
factory examination as to his qualifications, we 
would ordain him, in accordance with our law as 
contained in the Book of Church Order, which is a 
part of our constitutional law, adopted by a 
majority of the Presbyteries and by two Assemblies. 
It is law and not an optional form. We Presby- 
terians are governed by constitutional law and not 
by statutory law. We mean that the General As- 
sembly alone can not make laws for our church. We 
would ordain him as Evangelist, Pastor, or Teacher, 
by prayer and the laying on the hands of the Presby- 
tery but we certainly would not ordain him Bishop 
in the modern sense of the word. 


But some enterprising preachers put one over on 
our General Assembly in 1946, by having the As- 
sembly adopt, hook, line and sinker, without debate, 
the U. §. A. book of Common Worship, that was 
adopted in 1937. While in our Book of Church 
Order, the law of our church requires “the laying 
on of the hands of the presbytery” as well as prayer, 
and in the presbytery the Ruling Elders take part as 
well as the minister, the Book of Common Worship 
requires the preachers in the presbytery to take part 
while the Ruling Elders can only stand back and 
look on. In the ordination of Elders and deacons, our 
law requires the elders to take part in the ordina- 
tion, as it is a Sessional act. And the ordaining of a 
minister is an act of the presbytery including the 
ruling elders present. 


Our faithful and efficient clerk called the atten- 
tion of the Assembly to the fact that they were 
violating our constitutional law in the Book of 
Church Order. The reply was that this book is only 
optional. Since when did it become desirable or per- 
missible for the General Assembly to recommend 
optional forms of worship that violate our constitu- 
tional law and disregard the fundamental principles 
of Southern Presbyterian Government? 


Here are quotations from the Book of Common 
Worship. In the ordination of ministers “(here the 
presiding minister and the other ministers shall lay 
their hands upon the head of the candidate.)” The 
Ruling Elders in the presbytery take no part. 


The Minister ordains the Elders and the Deacons 
in the local church. “The minister shall proceed to 
set apart the candidates to their office by prayer 
(and if desired the laying on of hands) the Elders 
elect devoutly kneeling.” The same is true for the 
ordination of Deacons. Neither one is an act of the 
Session, or Board of Elders. It is the preachers that 
do it all. 


I close with a question — What do the Ruling 
Elders of the Southern Presbyterian Church think 
of being shoved aside while the preacher, one or 
more, ordain the Ministers, Elders, and Deacons by 
prayer “and the laying on of the hands of the Pres- 


bytery”? —J.E.F. 








Empirical Or 
Basic? 


There are many things in the medical world 
which have their counterpart in the spiritual. Being 
human, physicians and ministers of the gospel often 
have a great deal in common. This is demonstrated 
both in successes and in failures. 


A physician may be unscientific, basing his treat- 
ment chiefly on the symptoms of a patient. This is 
called empirical medicine and simply means that 
one’s chief concern is in the relief of pain and other 
results of underlying disease. 


To illustrate: a patient has a severe abdominal 
pain, nausea, etc., etc. It may be temporarily com- 
forting to the patient to be given a hypodermic of 
morphine, but this comfort is short-lived if an 
acutely inflamed appendix goes on to rupture, with 
resulting peritonitis. 


Again, a patient complains of vague discomfort, 
or shows some other abnormal process or reaction in 
some particular organ of the body. It may make him 
feel better for a little while to receive some pallia- 
tive treatment, directed at these particular symp- 
toms. But, there is little to comfort the victim if, 
after some time it develops that he or she has an 
inoperable cancer—something which could have 
been successfully removed had the underlying cause 
been sought for in the beginning, rather than for the 
symptoms alone to have been treated. 


The above has a deadly parallel in the theological 
world. The symptoms of sin lie all around us. In 
fact, we walk down the streets, we open the pages 
of our newspapers or our magazines, we turn on our 
radios or switch on our television screen and there is 
an ever-constant reminder of the sinfulness of the 
human heart. 


We deplore bad race relations, the injustices of 
man to man, economic inequalities, the frictions of 
class with class; the physical and material needs of 
mankind weigh on our hearts. We see these things 
and we enter wholeheartedly into any and every 
reform movement aimed at the improvement of the 
lot of mankind. 


What is wrong with this? Nothing, if our efforts 
are only partially expended in such activities. But, 
unless undertaken in prayer and executed in a con- 
stant dependence on the leading of Almighty God, 
it can be the most dangerous thing we can do. 


We are speaking from observation and personal 
experience. We know of many communities where 


the most influential christian leaders, the pastors of 


the most influential and respected churches, are 
eager to share in any movement directed towards the 
eradication of these social and economic and racial 
problems. But, let a movement be started for a city 
or community-wide evangelistic effort, directed at 
the sin in the individual heart, and these same 
leaders shy off, give a half-hearted assent or even 
actually Oppose the movement. They do not want 
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the dynamic or spirit-filled preaching, based on the 
Bible and its clear denunciations of sin in the human 
heart and a presentation of the claims and the power 
of the Christ of Calvary. It is too emotional, it is 
disturbing, it upsets the program of the _ local 
Church, it might involve discussion of certain doc- 
trines of which they do not approve, it has only a 
“passing” effect, it is not the modern approach to the 
problem: these and a thousand other excuses. 


By this we do not mean to imply that such 
community-wide evangelistic efforts are the only 
worthwhile methods of evangelism. In fact, the most 
effective way to reach sinners is to week after week 
preach the redeeming work of Jesus Christ, in the 
wisdom and power of the Holy Spirit. But, it is our 
observation that those who do not so preach Christ 
from their own pulpits have the least interest in 
having others preach Him. 


A Methodist steward and a Presbyterian elder 
were recently talking. One is a very prominent 
lawyer and the other an equally prominent phy- 
sician. The physician remarked: ‘Dr. —— has been 
in our church now for two years. During that time 
| have never heard him preach a sermon which 
would show a sinner how to be saved.’ The lawver 
remarked: “During the last ten years the only addi- 
tions we have had to our church have come up 
through the Sunday School or by transfer from some 
other church.”” And yet, these two ministers are at 
the forefront in a multiplicity of social and civic 
activities. 

Brethren, any reform which is lasting begins with 
a transformation of the human heart. It comes from 
the new dynamic of men and women who have been 
born again, people who are new creatures in Christ 
Jesus, people whose lives are living evidence of the 
power of the indwelling Spirit. 


Even a fool can see the effects of sin all about us. 
It is high time that the primary efforts of the church 
and christian leaders are directed at the cause of 
the things we see and not at the symptoms. Unsaved 
people will only too often join in working for civic 
and social reforms; only those who recognize sin for 
what it is and who personally know the redeeming 
and transforming power of the Lord Jesus Christ 
will unite to make Him and His glorious redeeming 
salvation known to an otherwise lost world. 


We would urge all who pride themselves on their 
scientific and modern approach to really be scientific 
and modern. Direct your efforts primarily at the re- 
demption of the individual, and, if this is done in the 
one way which is both spiritually scientific and 
eternally modern, by faith in the atoning work of 
the Son of God, Who, through His shed blood be- 
came the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins 
of the world, then, and on/y then will you get last- 
ing results!!! 

But, you may say: “It is our duty to arouse the 
social consciousness of christians.”’ We gladly admit 
this, but the emphasis is on the word “christians.” 
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Only those who are born again can be called chris- 
tians. They are the light of the world. They are the 
salt of the earth. Men who have no spiritual light, 
who have no savor of salt in their lives, will never 
reform the world. 


Let the Church put first things first-—preach the 
Gospel which God has given us in His own dear 
Son as revealed in the Scriptures—and we will find 
that reforms will follow as surely as day follows 
night. 





There is no other way. 


—L.N.B. 





His Will Be Done 


(In the days of Mrs. W. C. Winsborough and 
Mrs. Archibald Davis, this poem by Annie John- 
son Flint was printed in leaflet form by the 
Woman’s Auxiliary, Peachtree & Tenth Streets, 
Atlanta, Ga.. and circulated among the Women 
of the Church. Its message is good for fearful 
hearts today). 


His will be done, we say with sighs and tremb- 
ling, 

Expecting trial, bitter loss and tears; 

And then how doth He answer us with blessings 

In sweet rebuking of our faithless fears! 


God’s will is peace and plenty, and the power 
To be and have the best that He can give, 

A mind to serve Him and a heart to love Him, 
The faith to die with, and the strength to live. 


It means for us all good, all grace, all glory, 

His Kingdom coming and on earth begun, 

Why should we fear to say “His will” His 
righteous, 


His tender. loving. jovous will — “be done?” 
f> JO} 


HOPE 


There is a quietness and calm 
For those who rest with God; 
A peace and happiness of soul 
That gloriously guards. 


We do not see the way which leads 
Unto the throne of God: 

The path which winds up to His home 
Is not at all times clear. 


Our eyes must close, our lives ebb out, 

E’re we that place shall find; 

God, though our hearts have failed before, 
Thy mercy never ends. 


Look to the morn, where softly comes 
The subtle shining sun: 

For in the day of grace, we trust, 
Shall come a brighter One. 


A.D.R. 
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Lenten Books 
from Revell 


FINNEY LIVES ON 
The Man, 


His Revival Methods, 
and His Message 


V. Raymond Edman 


\. RayMoNR EpMAN 





introduction by John W. Bradbury 


Again ‘Finney lives,” the reader can hear his 
voice; he can sense his purpose and feel his 
spirit. Dr. Edman has brought the life and 
work of Charles G. Finney, dean of American 
Evangelists, back to our hearts. Now that the 
fire of Revival is again ablaze and is reaping 
a harvest of many souls, this publication is 
more than ever both timely and significant. 
Writing with the typical simplicity of a true 
scholar, Dr. Edman has dedicated this great 
work to all who are concerned about the souls 
of their fellow men. $2.50. 


THE TABERNACLE 
Priesthood And Offerings 
I. M. HALDEMAN 


Writing with the sentiment of a poet and the 
eloquence of a prophet, Dr. Haldeman has 
made this volume one of his greatest works. 
He covers the choicest and richest teachings in 
all Scripture—teachings mysteriously enfold- 
ed in the New Testament Gospel. Regardless 
of what portion of this book to which one 
might turn he comes face to face with the 
Person, the work and the glory of Christ. To 
all who read this great work the ancient ordi- 
nances are certain to take on newer and 
deeper significances. $3.00. 


at your local bookstore 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


158 Fifth Avenue New York 10, 
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Airaid ! 


BY REV. R. A. LAPSLEY, JR., D.D. 


ROANOKE, Va. 


NE word describes the frame of mind in which 
the human race finds itself today. It is the 
word fear. 


Mankind is afraid. The average person who is 
honest about it is scared to death. 


But God doesn’t want His people to be afraid. 


There is no command found more often in the 
Bible than the command, “Fear not!’’ Look in the 
Old Testament! In the first five books, the Penta- 
teuch we call it, you will find the command 18 times. 
Look in the Gospels! In the first four books, the 
gospels we call them, the command is found 13 
times. Eight of the thirteen times the words are on 
the lips of Christ. He said to His disciples on many 
occasions, “Fear not!” Five times He put it in posi- 
tive form, ‘‘Be of good cheer.” 


God doesn’t want His people to be afraid of the 
guilt of their sins. There is a special promise that 
takes care of that fear. (I Peter 2:24) “Who His 
own self bore our sins in His own body on the tree.” 
Dr. Robert McQuilkin tells of a great educational 
convention where the key note address was made on 
the subject The Guilt Complex. The distinguished 
educator who made the address told his group of 
fellow intellectuals that guilt was a complex, that 
there was no need for it, that the thing to do was to 
forget it and put it out of our minds. 


That is not God’s way of getting rid of guilt. If 
Christ bore our sins we cannot bear them. If He 
died for us we will not die ourselves. If the chastise- 


ment of our peace was upon Him it cannot rest upon 
us. 


“He will not payment twice demand 
First at my bleeding surety’s hand 
And then at mine.” 


Of course if you are not a Christian you should be 
afraid of the guilt of your sins. The one thing that 
Jesus told His people to be afraid of was hell. He 
said, “Fear not them which kill the body, but are 
not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is 
able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” 


OD doesn’t want His people to be afraid of 

temptation. There is a special promise made to 
meet that need. (Jude 24) “Able to keep you from 
falling and to present you faultless before the pres- 
ence of his glory with exceeding joy.” 


When asked to become Christians, especially when 
asked to make a profession of their faith and join the 
church, many people say, “I am afraid I can’t hold 
out.” And they cannot hold out, but Christ’s super- 
natural grace can give them the victory over sin and 
can keep them from evil. As the old hymn has it, 


Yield not to temptation for yielding is sin, 
Each victory will help you some other to win, 
Fight manfully onward, dark passions subdue, 
Look ever to Jesus, He’ll carry you through. 


God doesn’t want you to be afraid of sickness. 
There is a special promise to take care of that fear. 
(Ps. 41:3) “Thou wilt make all his bed in his sick- 


ness.” 


Those who have been on hospital beds and have 
longed for the nurse to come in and straighten the 
wrinkles and make tired limbs comfortable will 
understand this phrase. God never promises that you 
will be free from sickness but He does promise that 
He will be with you in it. The average person is 
afraid of sickness. More people have died from can- 
cer in their imagination in the night than ever had it. 


God doesn’t want you to be afraid of death. There 
is a special promise to take care of that fear. (Ps. 
23:4) “Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil for thou art 
with me.” 


DOCTOR in Charlotte, N. C. was called in 

to a friend who was suffering from a bad 
attack of angina. The friend said, ““We have been 
friends a long time, tell me the truth!” 


The doctor said, “Bill, you haven’t long. It may 
be in the next five minutes. It may be tonight. It 
may be as long as next week.” 


The sick man said, ‘Doctor, what is on the other 


side?” 


The doctor answered, “I don’t know.” 


The sick man said, “I thought you were a Chris- 
tian. Do you mean to say that you are a Christian 
and don’t know?” 


The doctor said, “I mean to say that I am a Chris- 
tian and don’t know.” And then he added, “Do you 
hear that scratching at the door? That’s my dog. He 
has never been inside this house. He doesn’t know 
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what is on this side of that door, but he knows that 
his master is on this side of that door, and if the 
door were opened he would come in gladly. I don’t 
know what is on the other side of the door, but I 
know that my master is there and when the door is 
opened I will go in gladly.” 


You may fear death now but if you are a Chris- 
tian, when the time comes experience has shown that 
you will not be afraid. 


God doesn’t want His people to be afraid of a 
new year. There is a special promise to take care of 
that fear. (Ps. 31:15) “My times are in thy hands.” 
What are my times? My times are days, and weeks 
and months, and hours, and minutes and seconds; 
and they are all in God’s hands. Somebody asked a 
young woman if she were afraid of the new year. 
Her answer was, “No! I know that Christ is in the 
new year and | know that I am in Christ, and I am 
not afraid.” 


OD doesn’t want His people to be afraid of 

Russia. There is a special promise to take care 
of that fear. (Ps. 103:19) “The Lord hath prepared 
His throne in the heavens and His kingdom ruleth 
over all.”’ “Over all” means Russia! We can lick 
Russia if we have to, not simply because we have the 
petroleum which Russia doesn’t have, not simply be- 
cause our jet planes are far superior to theirs, not 
simply because we have more and bigger atom bombs 
but chiefly because we have God and Russia doesn’t. 


God doesn’t want you to be afraid. He doesn’t 
want you to be afraid of anything. There are other 
reasons why we should not be afraid. It could be 
easily shown that we gain nothing by fear, that fear 
creates a poison that gets in our blood and that para- 
lyzes our energies; but the real reason why we 
should not be afraid is because we have God in 
Christ on our side. 


Isaiah puts it this way. (Isaiah 41:10) “Fear thou 
not; for | am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am 
thy God: | will strengthen thee; yea, | will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteousness.” 





Praying In Jesus’ Name 
BY REV. WILLIAM MEGGINSON, D.D. 


STAUNTON, Va. 


It is generally understood that prayer should be 
offered in the name of Jesus Christ. It is common 
practice. 


The basis for this belief and practice is two-fold: 
The first is that God is holy, and a sinful creature 
cannot, or has no right to approach God except 
through a mediator. John says “we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous.” (1 
John 2:1) 


Socrates said he believed there was a God, but he 
knew of no way by which He could be approached. 
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THE 
BRIDGE 
OF GOD 


By Robert A. Lapsley, Jr. 





of 


THE BRIDGE of GOD 





Dr. Lapsley’s inspiring Easter messages, broadcast 
since 1947 from the Natural Bridge of Virginia, 
have been made into an unusually attractive gift 
book. Included is a beautiful Indian legend about 
the bridge. Also, the gradual formation of the 
bridge is described in unscientific language, with a 
section devoted to the particular message which the 
bridge carries for people today. $1.50. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
BOOK STORES 


Box 1176 
Richmond 9, Va. 


Box 1176 
Dallas 1, Tex. 





In I Cor. 2:14, Paul said “the natural man receiveth 
not the things of God, neither can he know them, for 
they are spiritually discerned.” 


The second reason for approaching God in Jesus’ 
name is that Jesus made a direct and explicit promise 
to His disciples. This is found in John 14:13-14, as 
follows; “And whatsoever ye ask in my name, that 
will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 


Son. If ye shall ask anything in my name, that will 
[ do.” 


Immediately, two questions press upon us. First, 
how are we to approach “in His name” and second 
what are we to ask?” 


First, “in His name,” is too often used as a tag 
or ticket. Usually tickets are taken up at the en- 
trance, but the average prayer leaves it off until the 
very last, seemingly as a sort of talisman to put the 
prayer over. 


Let us now turn to Heb. 10:19-20. “Having 
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therefore, brethern, boldness to enter into the holy 
place by the blood of Jesus, by the way he dedicated 
for us, a new and living way, through the veil, that 


is to say His flesh...” 

This makes it clear that there is an approach to 
God for the Christian that was not possible for the 
Old Testament saints. It is through the rent veil— 
the broken body of Jesus on the cross. 


It is therefore the privilege of the believer to ap- 
proach the Father directly through the rent veil, the 
crucified Christ. 


Second, what are we to ask the Father, “in His 
name?” The Shorter Catechism gives us a Scriptural 
and reasonable answer. We are to ask for things 
‘‘agreeable to His will.” This means things of which 
He can approve. Most prayers are for things of 
which we approve, or are agreeable to our own wills. 
Ours may be “give or grant me this or that.” But 
Christ’s model prayer asks first for His kingdom to 
come and. His will to be done in the earth as it is 
done in heaven. 


Once I was talking with a school teacher and told 
how I knew of several answers to prayer for money. 
She asked me if I thought God would give her a 
thousand dollars for a certain purpose. 


When I asked her what she wanted with a 
thousand dollars, she said she wanted to go to Paris. 
| asked her if she was going for the glory of God 
and she said, ‘““Not exactly—I want to see the sights 
and hear the sounds.” 


I told her I doubted very much if God would pay 
any attention to such a prayer. After all James 4:3 
says “Ye ask and ye receive not, because ye ask amiss, 
that ye may spend it in your pleasure.” (ARV) 


As children of God, our entire lives should be 
lived within His will and for His glory. Our 
prayers—or communion with God—should conform 
to the pattern laid down for us in His word. It is 
just as possible for our prayers to be as selfish as any 
other act of our lives. God’s glory should be first in 
all our prayers. 


1 conclude that our approach to God in prayer 
should be in the name of Christ, upon the grounds of 
what He has done for us, is now doing for us (He 
is still our Great High Priest) and what He has 
promised to do for us in the future, as King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 


Let us begin our prayers “in the name” of Jesus 
instead of using the phrase as a sort of talisman. 
Perhaps if we start “in His name” our prayers will 
be more for the things of which He can approve. 





God owes us nothing but our debt to Him is 
always due. 
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See isa F 
BY REV. G. ALLEN FLEECE 


CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. 


The greatest need in 1951 is for revival. Revival 
among Christians is always the answer to the adverse 
circumstances confronting individuals and nations. 
It is the answer to a weak and ineffective church 
that can no longer say to the moral cripples lying at 
its gate, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
rise up and walk.” It is the answer to all the barriers 
that challenge the continuance and advance of Mis- 
sions. In the days of Elijah, the apostasy of Israel 
was melted in a day, and the hearts of the people 
turned back to God, when the fire fell from heaven. 
In the days of Habakkuk, on the eve of national 
defeat before the armies of Babylon, as the man of 
God contemplated the approaching captivity his only 
prayer was, “O Lord, revive thy work.” In the days 
of Wesley, England was on the skids, headed for 
the same bloodshed and misery that had seared the 
Continent during the French Revolution, but 
through that man revival came and the nation was 
delivered. O, that in our day in America some 
Wesley would arise to challenge hell again. 


Just what is revival? What is this mighty force 
that carries all before it in its sweep, until righteous 
God is able to relax His hand of judgment, and 
thousands of men are started toward heaven? For 
every effect there must be an adequate cause. Surely 
for such effect as that produced through revival the 
only adequate cause is God Himself. Revival is a 
supernatural intervention of God in human lives and 
affairs in the person of the Holy Spirit. Revival 
manifests itself not in great mass meetings, though 
these may accompany revival, but primarily in “a 
renewal of obedience on the part of the children of 
God.” It is in the light of this definition that we 
catch the meaning of the cry, “It is time for thee, 
Lord, to work: for they have made void thy law.” 
Disobedience to God’s law establishes a need which 
can only be met by a working of God. Nothing short 
of this working of God will meet our need in 1951. 


Though the Agent of revival is the Holy Spirit, 
and though the Holy Spirit, is likened unto the 
wind that “bloweth where it listeth,” yet the activity 
of the Spirit in bringing revival is not on an ar- 
bitrary schedule of blowing “where it listeth.” The 
plain fact is that the Holy Spirit yearns to visit men 
with revival blessing and will do so whenever men 
meet the conditions. If this be true it places the re- 
sponsibility for revival upon men. If we have not, it 
is because we will not. 

We believe the following to be the conditions of 
revival : 

A deep and constant hunger for true personal 
holiness—“Blessed are they which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled” 
(Matt. 5:6). This desire to be like Christ instead of 
continuing as we are is intense and desperate, and 
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expresses itself in the language of Job, “I abhor my- 
self.” It is the precise opposite of that attitude which 
asks ““What’s the harm in doing this?” It is a burn- 
ing hunger and thirst to be like Jesus, and many 
waters cannot quench it. The person possessed of 
this desire will readily surrender every personal 
taste, opinion or prejudice, and make any concession 
or admission regarding himself, if only he may see sin 
ind self disappearing and the beauty of holiness 
emerging in his daily life. 


True humility—lIn the exact words of Scripture 
God explains the reason for our emptiness and shows 
us the way to fulness: “Ye ask, and receive not, 
because ye ask amiss, that ye may spend it in your 
pleasures. Ye adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? Who- 
soever therefore would be a friend of the world 
maketh himself an enemy of God. Or think ye that 
the scripture speaketh in vain? Doth the spirit which 
he made to dwell in us long unto envying? But he 
giveth more grace. Wherefore the scripture saith, 
God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the 
humble. Be subject therefore unto God, and he will 
draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; 
ind purify your hearts, ye doubleminded. Be afflict- 
ed, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be 
turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. 
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he 
shall exalt you.” (James 4:3-10) 


Expectation of revival—The promises of God are 
sure. Expect Him to work when you meet His con- 
ditions. The soul that cries out in the certainty of 


expectation, ‘““Where is the Lord God of Elijah?” 
will find that He is where He has always been, 
working miracles in answer to faith. The sleep of 
death has settled upon many devoted Christians who 
have misread their Bibles to say that Pentecost was 
the end of the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit instead 
of the beginning of His mighty works. The Book of 
Acts has never ended. We are still in the age of the 
Acts of the Holy Spirit. The trouble is that we have 
excused our lack of the Spirit’s power by a smug 
system of interpretation rather than paying the price 
to win Him back into our churches. We can yet be 
“filled with the Holy Spirit.” Our preaching can 
vet be “in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” 
He is waiting to be gracious. 


Unity of purpose—The refreshing “dew of Her- 
mon” is manifested only where brethren “dwell to- 
gether in unity.” The Holy Spirit will not work 
where there is not unity. This does not mean that 
there must always be unity of doctrine, or unity of 
policy, but there must be unity of purpose to seek the 
Lord and meet His conditions of revival. There need 
not be many, two or three will get some results, but 
there must be unity. 


And lastly, prayer—There never has been a season 
of revival that did not begin in prayer. Simply say- 
ing prayers will not do it, but “the effectual, fervent, 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” It means 
prayer meetings made up of Christians who will 
meet the conditions and will not let go until He 
blesses. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR MARCH 18 


Scripture: Mark 14. Devotional Reading: Isaiah 
53: 1-9. 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Jesus Faces Death 


Nowhere in the Bible do we find a more graphic account of the death of Christ than in Isaiah 53. It seems 
almost as if the prophet were an eye-witness of the trial, sufferings and burial of our Lord. Thus, hundreds 
of years before our Saviour came to earth, the Holy Spirit inspired this prophecy concerning the significance 


of His death. 


There is but one satisfactory explanation of His 
death, and that is the one given by Isaiah, by Christ, 
by Paul, as he says, “Christ died for our sins,” “died 
for the ungodly,” “died for us.’’ The substitutionary 
and sacrificial nature of His death is so clearly 
taught in the Bible, that it is hard to see how and 
why men try to twist and explain away these clear- 
Cut statements. 


There can be no mere “theory” of the atonement. 
The fact is stated over and over in the Word of 
God, and in a variety of ways, so that only hardened 
hearts of unbelief will stumble and quibble. 
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The fifth verse of Isaiah 53 is enough, if it stood 
alone, to make it clear: “But he was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed.” 


With this verse agree all the types and symbols, 
and plain statements of the Word of God. Should 
not we poor sinners be willing to “go in at the first 
‘all,’ and come out at the last ‘all’ of verse 6? “All 
we like sheep have gone astray—he hath laid upon 
Him the iniquity of us all.”” Thank God for such a 








Saviour and for such a blessed and glorious salva- 
ae 
tion! 


We have caught a glimpse of the picture; now 
let us come to the tragic events of Mark 14, where 
we see the Saviour “facing death.” 


I. The Anointing at 
Bethany: 1-11. 


It is well to note verses one and two because they 
show how God upsets the plans of men. The chief 
priests and scribes craftily planned to put Him to 
death, “Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar 
of the people.” But God planned otherwise. The 
Passover Lamb, dying for the sins of the world, was 
to die on the day appropriate for such a sacrifice, and 
not all the crafty schemes of men could prevent it. 


The anointing of Jesus in the home at Bethany is 
one of the most beautiful scenes in the Bible. The 
unselfish devotion of Mary in contrast with the 
selfish avarice of Judas makes the picture more 
striking. Nothing, no matter how valuable, is too 
costly to be given to Him. 


The odor of this ointment not only filled the 
room, but has filled the world, and has become a 
memorial to Mary’s devotion, and has inspired many 
others to “go and do likewise.’’ There seems to have 
been a hardening of Judas, instead of softening his 
heart and making him see his wretched condition. He 
goes to the chief priests and makes plans to betray 
his Master, and they promise him money. 


Il. The Institution of the 
Lord’s Supper: 12-26. 


The band of disciples needed a quiet place where 
they would be undisturbed, so that they could keep 
the Passover. Jesus takes wise precautions to keep 
the place secret, by instructing two of His disciples 
to go to the city, follow a man bearing a pitcher of 
water and there, in his guest-chamber make the 
necessary preparations. Both the foreknowledge of 
Jesus and His wisdom are manifested in these pre- 
cautions. 


In the midst of the meal Judas is given another 
warning, and the disciples are subjected to a little 
self-examination. Let a man examine himself, says 
Paul, and these men put themselves through a test 
as they asked, one by one, “Is it 1?” When we come 
to the Lord’s table we should ask ourselves, ““Am 
I loyal to Him?” Judas is not the only traitor who 
has been within the Church. Our Lord has been 
betrayed over and over again. 


While they were eating Jesus institutes the Lord’s 
Supper. It thus clearly takes the place of the Old 
Testament Passover. Paul says that Christ, our 
Passover, is sacrificed for us. There is no further 
need for a type, when the real Sacrifice has, once 
for all, been made. We do not believe in “The 


Mass.” 


In the Lord’s Supper we center our minds and 
hearts on His broken body and His shed blood, with 


_— 


the emphasis on “broken,” and “shed.” We also look 
forward to the coming of the Lord, when we shall 
drink it anew with Him. There is then, in this 
Supper, a Backward look of remembrance, as we 
think of all He did for us on the cross, an inner look, 
as we examine our hearts, looking for faith, love and 
loyalty; a broader look as we think of our fellow- 
Christians, and the world to which we are “pro- 
claiming the Lord’s death,” and the Forward look, 
as we think of His coming again in glory. 


An when they had sung an hymn, they went out 
to the Mount of Olives. This is a most fitting close 
to a solemn meeting. 


Ill. Jn the Garden: 
27-42 


Jesus warns His disciples of their coming coward- 
ice: All ye shall be offended because of me this 
night. They all, especially Peter, declared their will- 
ingness to die with him. He then gives a special 
warning to Peter: That this day, even in this night, 
before the cock crows twice, thou shalt deny me 
thrice. 


The scene in the garden is most familiar. The 
agony of Jesus as He faces death—the bitter cup— 
can only be explained satisfactorily by the fact that 
He was tasting death for every man, that He was 
taking our place, that upon Him were laid the sins of 


the world. 


One sin is bitter; every sin deserves the wrath and 
curse of God. One man’s sins would be a bitter cup: 
but when we think of all the sins of the world com- 
pressed into one cup which He was to drink, then 
we can, in a small way, begin to understand His 
agony and His pleading prayer, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me. 


We are told that it was with strong crying and 
tears that He pled with God. Through his prayers 
He was strengthened to meet this severe trial. 


[If His disciples had watched with Him and 
prayed they would have been fortified for the test 
to follow, but they were asleep while He was in 
agony. Watch and pray; the spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak. How we need this same warning to- 
day! We, too, can desert Him in His time of need. 


IV. His Arrest and 
Trial: 43-65 


The manner of Judas’ betrayal fits his base nature. 
It has been a symbol of treachery and a proverb ever 
since. The kiss of Judas is known all over the world 
as well as the box of ointment which Mary broke. 
One is a symbol of basest treachery, the other of 
deepest devotion and loyalty. 


Jesus is led away to Annas and then to Caiaphas, 
and then to a hurriedly called meeting of the Sanhe- 
drin. This was not a legal meeting. They find no 
real witnesses against Him. The nearest thing to 
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such testimony was His saying that if they destroyed 
this temple He would build it again in three days. 
Even this was misquoted, and of course, the applica- 
tion was entirely false. 


He answered nothing until the direct question was 
asked, “Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Bless- 
ed?” Then He said, “I am” and followed this with 
the words from Daniel 7:13; “And ye shall see the 
Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven.” The high priest 
rent his clothes and accused Him of blasphemy. The 
treatment accorded Jesus in verse 65 is almost be- 
yond our comprehension when we realize that these 
men were the religious leaders of the day, but as Dr. 
Erdman so well says, “The beast in man is nearer 
the surface than we suppose.” Here are men dressed 
in priestly robes, but their beastly natures are right 
under their robes. 


V. The Denial of Peter: 
66-72 


It is bad enough when our enemies revile and 
mock, but when our friends desert us, we are indeed 
“in the depth.” Peter’s first denial was an endeavor 
to avoid the issue: “I know not, neither understand 
| that thou sayest.” Before his testing is over there 
is vehement denial with oaths and curses. If we try 
to evade the issue, we will almost certainly go on to 
further sin. It is much better to meet every issue 
bravely. 


This is good advice, but do we always take it 
ourselves? Have we not often tried to “side-step” 
and get around a clear-cut declaration? We call it 
sometimes, being “on the fence.” 


His sin, bad as it is, is very different from that of 
Judas. The latter was deliberate and premeditated, 
the last step in a long downward course of deceit 
and fraud. Peter’s sin is momentary weakness and 
cowardice. Peter loved his Lord, while Judas did 
not. “He wept,” “wept bitterly.” There is always 
hope for the sinner who weeps over his sin. 
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VESPER TOPICS FOR MARCH 18 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 





Private Enterprise 


Introduction 


Some years ago, so the story goes, a Negro private was called up before his superior officer to be tried for 
negligence concerning his duty. When the officer asked the Negro why he was not at his post, he replied that 
he was praying. The officer requested the Negro to lead the court in prayer, and the darkie knelt down and 
poured out his heart to God in an eloquent, spiritual manner. The charges were dismissed. When asked why 
he knew the Negro was telling the truth, the officer replied: ““Those who do well on review have been faith- 


ful in private.” 


Our daily quiet period of worship and devotion is 
a matter of private enterprise. We can do it or we 
can skip it—but if we skip it, we not only will im- 
poverish our own soul, but we will come short of 
what is expected of us when we face the issues of our 
day. Outward power is cultivated by inward quiet 
and devotion. 


The Bible and history are filled with many ex- 
amples of this, but perhaps the best known to us is 
Daniel. Let us look at the devotional life of Daniel. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. Personal Decision— 
Daniel 1:8 


When Daniel was carried away captive and 
placed into the court life of Babylon, there was no 
one to make him faithful in the cultivation of his 
spiritual life, in fact his surroundings made it to his 
advantage if he did not cultivate his own spiritual 
life, 

But Daniel made a personal decision in his own 
heart that he would cultivate his own spiritual life 
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by every means possible and separate from every- 
thing that would undermine or weaken that spiritual 
life. You and I will never make a success of our 
Christian life by drifting along with the crowd be- 
cause it is easy. 


You and I must make a personal decision that, 
regardless of the cost, we will follow the spiritual 
discipline necessary to make our spiritual life strong 
and healthy and that we will separate from anything 
and anybody that will weaken our resolve and inter- 
fere with our discipline. 


2. Courageous Devotion— 


Daniel 6:10 


To maintain this resolution, Daniel three times 
daily went alone with God to worship and adore 
Him. There came a day when certain people in the 
kingdom were jealous of Daniel and wished to get 
him in trouble. The only way that they knew they 
could get Daniel in trouble was concerning his re- 
ligious life. They influenced the king to establish a 
decree prohibiting any individual petitioning any 
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god save the king for a period of thirty days. All 
violaters would be cast into the den of lions. 


Even in the face of this decree that endangered his 
life, Daniel courageously carried out his devotional 
life as usual. Often times we are afraid to kneel 
down by our beds at night and have our evening 
devotional because somebody might laugh and think 
it queer. Is it any wonder that we are not Daniels 
in our influence? Our devotional quiet period must 
be kept regardless of attitudes of others or pressing 
claims of other duties. 


3. Spiritual Discernment—— 
Daniel 9:1-2 


On one occasion when Daniel was in his devotion- 
al period, he was reading the Word of God at the 
prophecy of Jeremiah and realized from what he 
read that the time of the captivity was nearing an 
end. Daniel’s faithful study of the Word of God 
gave him a spiritual discernment others did not have. 


Many are the helps that we can use, but largely 
our devotion should be centered upon the Word of 
God as we have it in the Bible for it is that Word 
that God has promised to bless by His spirit to the 
enlightening of our minds, the warming of our 
hearts, and the energizing of our lives. 
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4. Faithful Duty— 
Daniel 6:1-5 

We must develop a deep, rich devotional life, but 
that is not a substitute for faithfulness in the every 
day duties of life. Daniel was faithful to his devo- 
tional practices, but he was also so faithful to his 
every-day duties that his enemies could not find one 
thing to criticize about his work. You and I must be 
consistent and real about our devotional life, but the 
value of that devotional life is seen by others in the 
kind of well-rounded, practical life that it produces. 

SUGGESTIONS 

In following the program outline in Presbyterian 
Youth you can use Daniel as an example of the 
elements that must be present in our devotional life 
just before the talks, and then the talks become 
practical guides as to how we can cultivate a devo- 
tional life like Daniel’s in our day under our circum- 
stances of life. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MISCELLANY 


Moved, the Rev. James V. Cobb, trom First 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, Miss., to past 
orate of Trinity Presbyterian Church, Meridan, 


Miss., 3401 Grandview Avenue. 


Decatur, Ga. (PN)—The Board of World 
Missions, Nashville, Tenn., recently announced the 
appointment of the Rev. Lewis H. Lancaster, D.D., 
to the position of Assistant to the Executive Secre 
tary. 


MaGee Installed At 
Union City Church 

The Rev. John M. MaGee was installed as 
pastor of the Union City, Tenn., First Presbyterian 
Church February 7, according to word received 
from the church office. The congregation has 
recently purchased a new manse, also. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 





WHAT 18 CHRISTIANITY ?, by J. Gresham 


Machen. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. $3. 


Christendom has again been enriched by the publi 
cation of twenty-seven addresses given by Dr. 
Machen during his lifetime. The first address, 
“What is Christianity?”’ strikes the keynote for the 
entire collection. This address was delivered before 
a gathering of the Free Church of Scotland. This 
message deals largely with the basic question of what 
is to be preached. 

Here Dr. Machen declared, ‘““We cannot avoid 
the basic question, what it is that the church is in the 
world to do, or in other words, what Christianity 
really is.” To really understand what Christianity is 
we are urged to turn to the beginnings of the move- 
ment. All who know anything about Dr. Machen 
must be aware of the fact that when he speaks on 
the beginnings of Christianity, he speaks as an 
authority. 


The chapter on “History and 
m Faith” is a masterpiece. Dr. 
x Machen was convinced that the 
m student of the New Testament 
should be primarily a historian 
i because “the center and core of 
all the Bible is history. Every- 
thing else that the Bible con- 
tains is fitted into an historical 
framework and leads up to an 
historical climax. The Bible is 





primarily a record of events.” 


Included in this volume is one 
book review. It is a review of 
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Fosdick’s ““The Modern Use of the Bible” and it 
was originally published in the “Princeton The- 
ological Review,” in January, 1925. Dr. Machen 
shows how Fosdick in this volume sought to force 
the Bible into its evolutionary scheme and based his 
views upon the elimination of supernatural revela- 
tion. He also pointed out that Fosdick’s whole argu- 
ment moved in a vicious circle. Further, he makes it 
clear that although Fosdick exalted the historical 
method of approach, he displayed little acquaintance 
with that to which he himself appeals. Machen 
comments, “It would be difficult to discover a book 
which exhibits less understanding than this book does 
for the historical point of view.” Again, he affirms, 
‘The reader is almost tempted to doubt whether our 
author has any clear understanding of what textual 
criticism is ... Our author is very severe upon the 
ancient allegorizers who read their own ideas into 
Biblical writings; what he does not seem to see is 
that he has made himself guilty in a far more ex- 
treme form, of the fault which he blames in them. 
It would be difficult te discover a more complete 
abandonment of grammatic-historical exegesis, in 
fact though not in theory, than that which is to be 
found in the present book.” 


As to Fosdick’s attitude toward Christ as display 
ed in this book, Dr. Machen observes, ‘The. plain 
tact is that Dr. Fosdick eliminates from the pages of 
history all the miracles in the New Testament ac- 
count of Jesus from the Virgin Birth to the empty 
tomb, as well as all the miracles in the Bible as a 
whole. He does speak, it is true, of miracles of Jesus 
that he accepts, but these ‘miracles’ it turns out are 
miracles we also experience. The miracles that show 
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Jesus to have been unique are of course gone; what 
we have here is elimination of the whole super- 
natural content of the Word of God ... There is 
not the slightest evidence in this book that Dr. 
Fosdick has ever exercised faith in Jesus or indeed 
has the slightest notion of what faith in Jesus means. 
Jesus is to him a leader whom he loves, but never 
really a Saviour whom he trusts ... Dr. Fosdick 
loves the reconstructed Jesus of modern naturalism ; 
the Christian trusts as well as loves the Jesus to 
whom is given all power in heaven and on earth.” 


The recognition of Christian scholarship is given 
a large place in this volume. Dr. Machen shows how 
Christian scholarship has always been needed in a 
defense of the faith. He recognizes the fact that 
there are some people who decry the defense of the 
faith, and in this connection he writes, “But I have 
observed one curious fact — when men talk thus 
about propagating Christianity without defending 
it, the thing that they are propagating is pretty sure 
not to be Christianity at all. They are propagating 
an anti-intellectualistic, non-doctrinal modernism; 
and the reason why it requires no defense is simply 
that it is so completely in accord with the current of 
the age. It causes no more disturbance than does a 
chip that floats downward with the stream. In order 
to be an adherent of it, a man does not need to resist 
anything at all. He needs only to drift, and auto- 
matically his modernism will be of the most approv- 
ed and popular kind. One thing need always to be 
remembered in the Christian church—true Chris- 
tianity, as always, is radically contrary to the natural 
man, and it cannot possibly be maintained without a 
constant struggle ... Show me a professing Chris- 
tian of whom all men speak well, and I will show 
you a man who is probably unfaithful to his Lord. 
Certainly a Christianity that avoids argument is not 
the Christianity of the New Testament. The New 
Testament is full of arguments in defense of the 


faith.” 


Dr. Machen recognizes that those who are loyal 
enough to Christ to defend the Christian faith are 
soon labeled “heresy-hunters.” Speaking from ex- 
perience, he said that it is not necessary for one to 
“hunt” heretics very long if he is to oppose them; 
for “‘all he needs to do is to be faithful to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and his opposition to those men will 
follow soon enough.” 


Controversy, says Dr. Machen, is inevitable in a 
healthy church, but as Christians we should conduct 
controversy on a high plane. It should always be 
perfectly open and above-board. Speaking for him- 
self, he writes, “But in controversy I do try to ob- 
serve the Golden Rule; I do try to do unto others 
as | would have them do unto me. And the kind of 
controversy that pleases me is an opponent in a con- 
troversy that is altogether frank.”” Another word on 
this subject is appropriate: “The defense of the 
faith should be of a scholarly kind. Mere denuncia- 
tion does not constitute an argument; before man 
can refute successfully an argument of an opponent, 
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he must understand the argument he is endeavoring 
to refute. Personalities in such debate should be kept 
in the background; and analysis of the motives of 
one’s opponents has little place. That principle, 
certainly in America, has been violated constantly 
by the advocates of the modernist or indifferent 
position in the church. It has been violated by them 
far more than by the defenders of God’s Word. Yet 
the latter, strangely enough, have received the 
blame.” 


No apology is made in this book for the fact that 
pure Christianity presents an offense to the modern 
man. True insight tells us that this offense comes 
largely from the inveterate insistence of the ex- 
clusiveness of the Christian message. He writes, 
“What causes offense is not that we present this way 
of salvation, but that we present it as the only way. 
The world, according to our view, is lost in sin; the 
gospel provides the only way of escape; and the 
blackest guilt into which any Christian can fall is 
to deceive dying souls into thinking that some other 
way will answer as well ... If our views are wrong, 
they should be refuted; but what is ethically inde- 
fensible is to ask us to hold those views and then act 
as though we did not hold them. If those views are 
true, they must determine our every action and our 
capacities both as men and as ministers in the church. 
God has placed us in the world as witnesses and we 
cannot in the interests of ecclesiastical harmony or 
for any other reason allow our witness to become 
untrue; we cannot consent to deceive men into 
thinking that they can be saved in any other way 
than through the gospel that is set forth in the Word 
of God.” 


Although modernism that was so arrogant and 
vociferous at the time that Dr. Machen prepared 
these addresses is not as vocal at the present time, 
the issues that he dealt with still exist. We would 
like to see this volume widely distributed throughout 
the ministry of our Southern Presbyterian Church 
and also among its more intelligent laymen. 


—John R. Richardson. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Actions Of The Board Of 
World Missions At Its 
Meeting February 13 


A bridged 





Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Executive Secretary of the 
Board, was elected to represent the Board at “The 
Modus Operandi Conference,” which will be held 
in Brazil this summer. 


China 
Through the United Board of Christian Colleges 


in China a paper has been received entitled: “Regu 
lations Regarding Foreign Aid, Higher Educational 
Institutions, Orderly Procedures, And Tentative 
Plans.” Accompanying this is a joint declaration 
issued by representatives of 19 colleges and univer- 
sities to endorse the decisions reached at the Con- 
ferences for regulation of higher educational institu- 
tions receiving foreign subsidies. 


These papers indicate clearly that any subsidy or 
aid coming to these institutions from American 
sources is considered by the Government to be for 
the purpose of “Cultural Aggression by American 
Imperialism in China,” and that these colleges and 
universities established and supported by American 
missions not only feel it their patriotic duty to fall 
in line with the Government’s proposals but are 
themselves being used as a tool of political indoctri- 
nation by the Communist Government. 


It was voted therefore that the Board of World 
Missions communicate with the U.B.C.C.C. as fol- 
lows: 


1. We have sincere sympathy for our Chinese 
brethren in the dilemma in which they are placed, 
and pray that our Lord will sustain and guide them 
in their great responsibilities and difficult decisions, 
enabling them to maintain a clear witness to the 
power and truth of the Gospel of Christ. 


2. We approve, if permission can be secured from 
the United States Government, and if the China 
Colleges wish to receive such funds, of the sending 


of grants appropriated through the calendar year 
1950. 


3. In view of the facts: (1) That the sending of 
further funds at this time to the college with which 
we are connected is an embarrassment both to the 
college concerned because of recent Chinese Govern- 
ment pronouncements and to our Board because of 
the questions in the mind of our own constituency ; 
(2) that the colleges of China instead of maintain- 
ing their traditional aloofness in political matters 
have now followed the political policies of the Com- 
munist Government and are being urged by the 
Government to carry out its program of political 
indoctrination ; we question seriously the wisdom of 
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continuing the grants formerly appropriated to 


Hangchow University and other Christian Colleges 
in China. 


The Board voted approval of the plans outlined 
at a recent meeting of the Program of Progress 
Committee for the completion of the Program of 
Progress Campaign in 1951-52. The Board also 
authorized full participation in these plans. 


The following actions relating to missionary per- 
sonnel were taken: 


1. The furlough of Dr. and Mrs. Mark K. Poole 
was extended until the coming summer because of 
the serious illness of their daughter, Amelia. 


2. The request of Dr. and Mrs. Henry Nelson, 
of our China Mission, who are now in the United 
States, to transfer to the Congo Mission, was 
granted. Dr. Nelson has only recently returned to 
this country from China. A rest period of several 
months has been ordered for him. 


3. The Board received with gratification word 
from Rev. James Skelton, of our West Brazil Mis- 
sion, that his health is steadily improving so that he 
hopes to be able to return to his work in Brazil. Mr. 
Skelton has been a patient at the Oteen Hospital 
near Asheville, N. C., since February of 1950. It 
will be at least another two years before he is able to 
return to Brazil. 


4. Rev. and Mrs. S. C. Farrior, who have served 
a total of eighty vears between them in our China 
Mission, were voted an honorable retirement to be- 
come effective June 1, 1951. Mr. Farrior has been 
serving the Covenant Presbyterian Church of Con- 
cord, N. C., and was installed as their regular pastor 
on February 11. 


5. Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Morrow, of our Mexico 
Mission, will also be honorably retired on June 1, 
1951, after forty-one vears of outstanding service. 


6. Miss Elizabeth McNeill was transferred by 
her request from the Korea Mission to the Japan 


Mission. 


7. Rev. and Mrs. E. H. Gartrell have been as- 
signed at their request to the West Brazil Mission 
instead of Korea as was their original plan when 
they were appointed last summer. ‘Che Gartrells had 
not left the States due to the international situation. 


8. Miss Bettv Tinlev was transferred from Korea, 


to which she was appo nted last summer, to the East 
Brazil Mission, where she will serve as an evan- 


gelistic worker. 


“All too often we. iim at nothing and 
hit it.” Peter Marshall, 
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Interview With Dr. Henry S. Nelson, 
Who Returned To The United States 
Feb. 1, 1951, From Taichow, China 


Dr. Nelson has been visiting his parents in Nash- 
ville, Tenn. Mrs. Nelson and their two small sons, 
Sperry and Lee, are at present in Richmond, Va., 
where Dr. Nelson will spend the next few months. 
Dr. and Mrs. Nelson have applied for medical ser- 
vice with the Presbyterian Mission in the Belgian 
Congo, which means that in September they must go 
to Belgium for a year of study in French and trop- 
ical medicine. 

What did you do about your hospital 
when you left Taichow? 


“When I left Taichow there were three Chinese 
doctors and we were gradually able to turn over the 
responsibility to them Our hospital has a good staff 
and it will likely continue as we left it. The Com- 
munists said that the Sara Walkup Hospital was 
doing a good job and that unless they got into finan- 
cial difficulties they would not take it over. But if 
they do take over all Christian work they may take 
that over, too. Drugs are harder to get, particularly 
those from America, such as penicillin and sulpha 
drugs.” 


What about the schools? 


‘The school at Taichow has been carried on under 
Chinese leadership with much less interference this 
year than the year before. There has not been as 
active persecution of the students either. However, 
the faculty includes three Communist teachers and 
in addition several of our own teachers who have 
had to take political indoctrination courses. But 100 
percent of the students from our own school in Tai- 
chow attend Bible classes and are now bringing some 
of their friends from the public schools. Bible classes 
are not allowed in any schools but are held in homes 
or church after school hours. No active school 
teacher may teach Bible so these classes are taught 
by some of the Christian leaders and Bible women. 
The inter-varsity Christian Fellowship in all the 
schools and government universities are very active, 
also. Many students have been drawn into the 
Church who have had no other contact with Chris- 
tianity. 
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A detailed description of black nunnery in Bristol. Twenty- 
four great chapters. Margaret Shepherd, escaped nun, de- 
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vent. The must terrible revelations every recorded. 
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group singing 


Piano Improvisations 
Doxology 


“What A Friend” 
“Blessed Assurance’”’ 
“Amazing Grace” 


“Softly And Tenderly” 


*O Sacred Head” 
‘In The Cross” 


“This Is My Father’s World” 





PHONOGRAPH RECORDS 
PROTESTANT FELLOWSHIP CHOIR 


I. Selections From The 1951 Presbyterian Hour. 
Specially printed albums, each with three 12-inch D. F. unbreakable records at 78 R.P.M. These will be 
made up if sufficient orders are received by April 1, 


Il. Fellowship Recorded Hymnal. 


Old familiar hyms by Protestant Fellowship Quartet with piano, designed to lead congregational and 


1951. Twelve selections per album. One album 


Record Number PRC-FRH 201 
....... “My Faith Looks Up” 
“I Love To Tell The Story” 
Record Number PRC-FRH 202 
“Jesus Lover Of My Soul’ 
“Sweet Hour Of Prayer” 
“There’s A Wideness” 

Record Number PRC-FRH 203 
“OQ God, The Rock Of Ages” 
‘‘Beneath The Cross” 

“There’s A Green Hill” 
Long-playing 12-inch D. F. 33.3 R.P.M. unbreakable, each in strong jacket, at $3.25 postpaid. 


III. Children’s Hymns And Stories. 
Selections children ought to know, by Frances Hughes, soprano of Protestant Fellowship Choir. 
“Christ The Lord Is Risen” 


Prayer Responses , 
Benedictions .................... 


“For The Beauty” “Fairest Lord Jesus” “The Lord Is My Shepherd” 
“All Glory, Laud, And Honor” “QO Saviour Sweet” 
Four 7-inch unbreakable records at 78 R.P.M. in specially printed box at $2.00 prepaid. 


For The Present These Records Can Be Secured Only From 


PROTESTANT RApIO CENTER, INC. 
712 Henry Grady Bldg. — Atlanta, Ga. 


‘“*Rock Of Ages” 
... ‘He Leadeth Me” 


“Come, Thou Fount” 
“Come Thou Almighty King” 


“Alas, And Did My Saviour” 
“Just As I Am” 


“Saviour, Like A Shepherd” 








Are the Chinese people as Anti-American 
as we are led to believe? 


“Most of the Chinese people are not Anti- 
American. | have watched them parade with all 
kinds of Anti-American slogans but as they passed 
they waved and smiled at me. The majority of the 
people don’t accept or believe the doctrine of Com- 
munism either.” 


What about the Chinese church leaders who 
have signed some of the statements about 
America and American aid? 


“Few of us understand the situation in which 
Chinese Christian leaders find themselves today. 
They are in a very difficult position, a position that 
is almost impossible for us to understand. Sometimes 
they feel it necessary to sign a document to prevent 
the persecution of a society or a church. A church 
leader must be very careful that the statement he 
makes sounds all right to the Communists. Some- 
times statements have come out of China with names 
of Christian leaders signed to them, statements 
which they never signed or even saw. Sometimes 
they are forced to sign them. Everything points to 
the fact that we have to be considerate and under- 
standing of the position of Chinese leaders today. 
Utter disregard of truth is one thing that is char- 
acteristic of the Communists so that someone’s name 
under a statement cannot be believed.” 
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Lo you see any hope for a 
change in China? 

“The fact that there is such a small percentage of 
the Chinese people in favor of Communism makes it 
difficult to see how this regime in China can last. I 
can’t see how anyone would like living under that 
regime. Armed patrols are about all of the time, 
though there is not as much guerilla activity going 
on now as there was before Communism came in. I 
was greatly impressed by the construction work go- 
ing on, new stations, new station houses, switch 
houses, housing projects, some bungalow type 
houses—very nice looking. It is being said that the 
Communists put their money into buildings instead 
of in their pockets! There are tremendous numbers 
of people in uniforms who are not even in favor of 
Communism but who have to work for them in 
order to eat. Workers as well as soldiers are in uni- 
form. The workers do not make enough money to 
support a family or even to help them as a rule. A 
man and wife are not necessarily considered as a 
family and a woman must work in order to support 
herself. This is true even among the higher officials. 
The emphasis is shifting from English to Russian. 
Signs are being changed to Russian. Some high 
schools teach both English and Russian. You may 
have your choice in some schools but in others that is 
not true.” 

Did you see any results 


of the Korean War? 
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“Yes, as a result of the war effort the Communist 
Government has had to postpone and cancel many 
of their projects for national recovery. Budgets have 
been slashed all down the line to make it possible to 
carry on the war. The embargo is definitely having 
its effect. The situation as to imported goods is get- 
ting serious and will weaken the Communist Gov- 
ernment. At present they are using American equip- 
ment. All of the rifles that I saw on my way out 
were American-made. I have seen more people in the 
United States who have lost someone in the Korean 
War than I saw in China. We got practically no 
news from the outside, except through radio and 
Voice of America, so our news of the Korean War 
was very sketchy. The Chinese get very little news. 
The Voice of America is not reaching many people 
in China.” 

What about the Church 
in China? 

“In Taichow we were able to meet for worship 
services without any interference and we were not 
molested in any way. However, the Church through- 
out China is very concerned over the fact that they 
have had to be pushed into complete self-support so 
rapidly. It presents a very difficult problem. Much 
of the work of schools, hospitals, etc., will have to 
depend on Communist leadership and eventually 
more close control will come. This means that cer- 
tain areas of the work will be hampered. On the 
local level the Church will carry on in most in- 
stances. The work will undoubtedly suffer. How- 
ever, the Church is growing in China and this is en- 
couraging.” 

Ohio Adopts 
Little Jetts For 
School Work 

The Board of Education of the State of Ohio 
recently adopted Wade C. Smith’s The Pilgrim’s 
Progress Rewritten For Young People for supple- 
mental reading in the public school libraries of that 
state. 
Ex-Employe 
Bares Guilt 

PorTLAND, Ore.—A story was revealed here last 
week that looked like Zaccheus Retold, or relived. 

E. W. Johnson of Portland received a check for 
$100 from a former employe who had at one time 


22 


Davidson Chapel 
Vamed To Honor 
Dr. Walter L. Lingle 


The chapel in the new Davidson College Church 
which is now under construction will be named 
“The Lingle Chapel” in honor of Dr. Walter L. 
Lingle, president emeritus of Davidson. 


In their regular winter meeting on February 21 
the Davidson Trustees voted to recognize “the long, 
varied and devoted services of Dr. Lingle to the 
college and to the Church.” 


The Trustees also authorized an accelerated pro- 
gram through which students desiring to do so may 
complete graduation requirements in three years. 





General Assembly Convenes 


At Orlando, Fla.. In June 


Orvanpbo, Fta.—The General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States will meet 
here June 7-13. 


The First Presbyterian Church of Orlando is host 
church. M. S. Vergowe is general chairman of the 
planning committee. All communications should be 
addressed to him in care of the First Presbyterian 


Church. 


Members of the Orlando Presbyterian churches 
will entertain commissioners in their homes. Meals 
are to be served in the host church and at the First 
Methodist Church. Special accomodation rates will 
be available for Commissioners who desire to secure 
rooms in hotels or tourist courts for their own guests. 


The guest church is commemorating its 75th an- 


niversary this year. The Rev. Marshall C. Dendy is 
pastor. 





taken goods from Johnson. However Johnson said 
the check was about three times as much as the value 
of the goods the employe had taken. 


Back of it all was this added reflection of God’s 
srace. The employe had become convinced during 
the Billy Graham campaign in Portland that he 
should make up the old debt. 


The check was donated to the Portland YWCA 
building fund. 
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Missionaries 
Begin Varied 
Assignments 


Decatur, Ga. (PN)—The following personal 
items are from the Board of World Missions, Nash- 
ville, Tenn.: 


Dr. and Mrs. Donald Dilworth went to Costa 
Rica the early part of January to take up their 
language study in preparation for reporting to our 
Mission at Hacienda Picalqui in Ecuador. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jule C. Spach sailed from New 
York on February 16 on their way to Brazil, where 
he will serve as an educational missionary. 


Dr. and Mrs. Robert R. King are booked to sail 
from New York on February 28, when he will re- 
turn to his work in the Belgian Congo. The new 
Mrs. King will be going to the field for the first 
time. She is the former Mrs. Elizabeth Morton 
Grainger, of Louisburg, N. C. 


Miss Florence Nickles has been transferred from 
China to Mexico. 


Dr. Paul S. Crane returned to Chunju, Korea, on 
February + to see what possibilities there might be 
for reopening the work of the medical center there. 
[t is hoped that the others of the medical team will 
be able to return with him soon. 


Churches Unite In 
Relief Drive 


During the Lenten season churches are joining in 
an appeal for funds to help the multitude made 
homeless by twelve years of war. The “United 
Appeal for Christian Service” has set no quotas or 
goals. The need is simply too vast to be expressed in 
any sum within the power of the American Chris- 
tian community to give. But every gift will fight 
back the forces of death and destruction. If we 
can’t save everybody, each of us can save somebody, 
and all together we can make the difference between 
life and death for a great many helpless victims of 
man’s ravening inhumanity to man. 


The appeal is being made under the direction of 
Church World Service for overseas relief, recon- 
struction and service to refugees and displaced per- 
sons, and for interchurch aid. The money is to be 
contributed through denominational channels. 
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